
Logging for Amateur Radio



Why Logging?

1. Legal
a. No legal requirement to maintain a log. (Removed in 1983)
b. Defend yourself in case of an FCC complaint

2. Operational
a. Confirming contacts

3. Personal
a. History of your amateur radio adventure



What to log

● Minimum
○ Their callsign
○ UTC Date/Time of QSO
○ Frequency (Tx and Rx)
○ Signal Report (Tx and Rx)

● Nice to have
○ Grid square
○ Mode
○ Tx/Rx Band
○ Country
○ Start/Stop date/time of QSO
○ ITU/CQ Zones
○ Comments/Notes



Types of Logging

1. Paper
a. Cumbersome
b. Harder to maintain
c. Quick in a pinch

2. Web
a. Rig Control
b. Access

3. Mobile/Tablet
a. Rig Control

4. PC/Mac/Linux



Web Logging

1. Sites
a. QRZ
b. Cloudlog and Wavelog

i. Self-hosted
ii. download from GitHub

c. Smart Logger
i. Offline mode
ii. Synchronization

d. Hamlog



Mobile Logging Applications

Android and iOS Logging

1. HAMRS
2. Smart Logger
3. Ham2K PoLo (Portable Logger)
4. World Radio League
5. Ham Radio Log
6. Ham Log



PC Logging Software
Applications

1. General Logging
a. Log4OM
b. Ham Radio Deluxe
c. N3FJP
d. DX Keeper (DX Lab Suite)

2. Contest Logging
a. N1MM
b. Log4OM
c. N3FJP
d. DXLog

Enhancements

1. Rig/Rotor Control
2. Maps
3. Callsign Lookup
4. Worked before
5. Weather (local and space)
6. Propagation (VOACAP)
7. Various DX Clusters
8. Spotting
9. Awards

10. QSL Label Printing
11. Log upload/download

a. QRZ, LOTW, Clublog, HRD Log, etc.
12. Many, many more









Links

Removal of logging requirement

Log4OM
Ham Radio Deluxe
HAMRS
PoLo
Smart Logger
DX Keeper
DXLog
World Radio League
N3FJP

N1MM
QRZ
Wavelog
Cloudlog
Hamlog
Omni-Rig
flrig
Hamlib

https://archives.federalregister.gov/issue_slice/1983/6/9/26606-26622.pdf
https://www.log4om.com/
https://www.hamradiodeluxe.com/
https://hamrs.app
https://polo.ham2k.com
https://www.smartlogger.app/
https://dxlog.net/
https://dxlog.net/
https://worldradioleague.com/
https://www.n3fjp.com
https://n1mmwp.hamdocs.com/
https://www.qrz.com/
https://www.wavelog.org/
https://www.magicbug.co.uk/cloudlog/
https://hamlog.online/
https://dxlog.net/
https://www.w1hkj.org
https://hamlib.github.io/

